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1HE IMAGE OF ISLAM IN WESTERN 1HOUGHT
OxrorD: OxrFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2008. PAGES 221.
HarpBOUND. ISBN: 978-0-19-532653-8. No Price GIVEN.
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Professor, Department of English, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, UP, India
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Since the appearance of path-breaking and magisterial work Islam and the West:
The Making of An Image (1962),' by Norman Daniel (d. 1992), of late several
studies on the representation of Islam have come out. As aresult, this subfield

* Abdur Raheem Kidwai is presently serving as a Professor at the Department of English, Aligarh
Muslim University, Aligarh, as well as the Director, UGC Academic Staff College, Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh. He is a Visiting Professor at the Markfield Institute of Higher Education, Leicester,
UK, and has also been an Honorary Visiting Fellow, Department of English, University of Leicester,
UK. He has published more than 120 Research Articles/Reviews on various aspects of English
Literature as well as on the English translations of the meanings of the Qur’an in research journals
appearing from the USA, UK, Australia, South Africa, Saudi Arabia, India and Pakistan. He is associated
with several projects on the English translations of the meanings of the Qur’an and has contributed
research papers to several International Conferences around the world. He has several books to his
credit, including, Orientalism in Lord Byron’s ‘Turkish Tales’ (New York: Mellen University Press, 1995);
The Qur’an: Essential Teachings (Leicester, UK: Islamic Foundation 1426/2005); Behind the Veil:
Representation of Muslim Woman in Indian Writings in English 1950—2000 (Delhi: A. P. H. Publishing
Corp., 2007); Bibliography of the Translations of the Meanings of the Glorious Qur’an into English, 1649—
2002: A Critical Study (Madinah: King Fahd Qur’an Printing Complex, 2007); 365 Sayings of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him) (Mumbai: Jaico Publishing House, 2008); Literary Orientalism: A Companion
(New Delhi, Viva Books, 2009); Higher Education: Issues and Challenges, Edited Volume (New Delhi,
Viva Books, 2010); The Holy and the Unholy: Edited Volume of Critical Essays on Qaisra Shahraz’s Novels
(Forthcoming); Translating the Untraslatable: A Critical Guide to 60 English Translations of the Qur’an
(Forthcoming); Empowerment of Indian Muslims: Perspectives, Planning and Road Ahead, eds., A. R. Kidwai
and Asmer Beg (Forthcoming).

1. Norman Daniel, Islam and the West: The Making of An Image (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1962).
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The work under review is very informative, scholarly and well-documented
study about the anti-Muslim prejudice in both its historical and contemporary
contexts. The authors examine in detail the forms that hatred towards Muslims
has taken from the beginning of Crusades (5th/11th century) to the present
time in the West. The papers included in this work analyse anti-Muslim
feelings from a wide range of perspectives including politics, international
relations, philosophy, history, law, sociology, cultural studies and literature.
They provide a profound understanding of the present day political problems
and controversies on the issues, such as: the status of women in Muslim
communities, the ‘headscarf’ controversy, the so called honour killings and
forced marriages; the role of media in the representation of Muslims and Islam;
and other contemporary issues such as multiculturalism, integration and a
systematic campaign against Islam by far-right political parties in the West.

* Ayaz Afsar holds MA in Applied Linguistics and PhD in English Literature from the University of
Manchester, Manchester, UK. He has major interests in the Literary Studies of the Bible and the
Qur’an. He has published a number of peer-reviewed research articles in reputed national and
International Journals. He is an academic editor of South Asian Journal of ESP, member of editorial
boards of the quarterly Insights and Kashmir Journal of Language Research. Having had previous affiliations
with the University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Muzaffarabad, and the University of Manchester, UK,
he is currently an HEC approved PhD supervisor and Assistant Professor at the Department of English,
Faculty of Languages, Literature and Humanities, International Islamic University, Islamabad.
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