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ABSTRACT

Taking its cue from Allah’s description of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on
him) as ‘mercy to all worlds,” this paper attempts to show that compassion was
the natural characteristic of the Prophet (peace be on him), manifesting itself in
all situations. The paper begins with outlining the difficulty encountered in
uncovering the personality and character of historical figures since their fame
overshadows their true personalities, shows that the case of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him), however, is quite different. The paper then
looks at the Prophet’s attitude to his enemies who waged wars against him,
when they were awaiting his verdict while totally defeated, and finds it full of
mercy, both at the collective as well as individual level. Similarly his attitude
towards individuals who attempted to kill him is found to be forbearing and
forgiving. The paper then looks at his attitude towards his relatives and finds it
to be the epitome of kindness, even towards those who gave him great pains by
rejecting him and accusing him of being a liar and an impostor. The paper
further finds that his compassion for children was unparalleled. He keenly
showed such kindness even to hardened Bedouins to moderate their hard
attitude. The paper then completes the picture looking at attitude of the
Prophet (peace be on him) towards the potent and finds it that of dignity and
compassion. The paper, thus, highlights, that Muhammad (peace be on him)
was consistently compassionate and merciful to all people not only to Muslims.

* The author is a well known seasoned scholar of Islam and a Sirah Writer, based in UK. He has
contributed numerous research papers in various academic journals world around. He is the author of a
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ABSTRACT

The right to basic necessities is considered as one of the primordial Human Rights.
It received almost universal recognition by all societies and by people of all creeds.
This paper argues that Sirah, the life conduct of the Messenger Muhammad (peace
be on him), in particular, lay great emphasis on the development of the idea of
right to basic necessities and its provision. The present study investigates different
aspects and dimensions of ‘Right to Basic Necessities and Social Security System’ in
the light of Sirah, the life conduct of the last Messenger of Allah (peace be on him),
along with its comparison with law and Western approaches to it.
This paper also attempts in searching for solutions to the economic problems
through revisiting the message of the Islam particulaly Sirah of the Messenger of
Allah (peace be on him) whose life is a perfect model of the harmonious blend of
the precept and practice. It will be an attempt to demonstrate that Islamic ideology
is very dynamic and progressive and fully competent to meet the exigencies of
a modern welfare state.
The present research will also serve as a reminder to Muslims for the revival
and recreation of the spirit which characterised the state during the time of the
Messenger of Allah (peace be on him) and the Rightly Guided Caliphs.

* Dr Atique Tahir is Assistant Professor at the Department of Law, Faculty of Shariah and Law,
International Islamic University, Islamabad. He holds a PhD in Shariah and Law. He has contributed
fourteen research papers to various journals of the field. He has also authored, Dignity of Person: Concepts
and Implications, Comparative Study of Shariah and Law (Saarbriicken, Germany: VDM Verlag, 2010).
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ABSTRACT

This paper gives an account of how the Qur’an while asserts its ultimate
revelatory position and final authority over all previous scriptures, sees
plurality of faiths as the given reality, and how it conceives the religious
freedom as a basic value of the religion and commands its followers to maintain
it in all the circumstances. The paper also attempts to study the case of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) and the Qurayshite polytheists
(mushrikun) to analyse the Qur’anic ayat in their proper context and socio-
political milieu of the times of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him)
taking in consideration the arguments provided by the contemporary scholars
of the Qur’an. It hopes to clarify the Islamic position on the religious freedom
and its campaign for human liberty in the light of the Qur’an and the sirah of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him), and to remove the confusions and
misunderstandings created by some selective readings of the ayar of the Qur’an.

* Obaidullah Fahad Falahi is Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh, India. Dr Fahd holds PhD in the ‘Concept of Shura in Islamic State and its
Contemporary Interpretations.” He has contributed numerous research papers in the academic journals
oof the field. He has authored around two dozen books, including, Redefining Islamic Political Thought— A
Critique in Methodological Perspective (New Delhi: Serial Publication, 2006); Islamic Shura: Religion, State
and Democracy (New Delhi: Serials Publications, 2007); Understanding Moderate Islam (Delhi: Jnanada
Prakashan, 2009); Culture Science and Violence: The Quranic Approach (Delhi: Jnanada Prakashan, 2009).
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ABSTRACT

The central concern of the Qur’an is “man” and his betterment. The Qur’an
assigns man the status of being the Vicegerent (Khalifah) and Trustee of Allah on
the Earth. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) is the personification of
moral values and standards of conduct for the Vicegerent outlined in the Qur’an.
Thus, his life conduct (Sirah) is a ‘perfect example’ (role model) for the
humanity. The Qur’an further characterises him to be the mercy (al-Rahmah) for
all the realms of Being. Muhammad (peace be on him) in this capacity explained
theoretically and demonstrates practically the meaning of mercy through
kindness, goodness, justice, jihad, tolerance, human equality, and the racial
harmony and fraternity. He equally showered his mercy to other (non-human)
creatures of Allah as well. The present paper attempts to bring to the fore the
above mentioned ideals with special reference to Sirah of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be on him). The paper thus contends that the Sirah of the Prophet (peace
be on him) can serve as a model to nurture human equality and racial fraternity to
bring about a peaceful prosperous global society.

*Dr Latif Hussain S. Kazmi is an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy, Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh, UP, India. He specialises in Islamic Philosophy, Sufism, Igbaliyat, Existentialism, and
Aesthetics. He has published more than fifty-five research papers in academic journals of the field. He has
authored seven works including, Philosophy of Ighal (New Delhi: A.P.H. Publishing, 1997); Igbal and Sartre on
Human Freedom and Creativity (Saarbriicken, Germany: VDM Verlarg Dr.Muller, 2010). He has participated
in numerous National and International Conferences. He is the Executive Editor of The Aligarh Journal of Islamic
Philosophy, India and a founding member of the International Society of Islamic Philosophy, and it’s Regional Officer.
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ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) as an
exemplary model for universal peace and justice. According to the Qur’an
Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) was, is and will always be a perfect
role model for all of humanity. The Messenger (peace be on him) possessed
sublime morals, an excellent example for every one who seeks pleasure of

Allah and success on the Final Day, and remembers Allah in abundance.
Allah endowed him with an exalted standard of character for all mankind to
emulate. The Sirah (life conduct) of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on

him), thus, also presents a modus operandi for implementation of universal
peace and justice transcending racial and national boundaries. Evidence
from the annals of authoritative Islamic history, Sirah works and the
collections of Hadith is drawn upon in this paper to identify from the
articulations and practices of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) the
modus operandi for peaceful implementation of universal peace and justice in

the present global scenario.

* Ahmad Fauzi Abdul Hamid is Associate Professor of Political Science, School of Distance Education,
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), Penang, Malaysia. Graduating from the universities of Oxford, Leeds
and Newcastle upon Tyne, he has contributed research papers in leading international journals. He has
also authored book chapters and monographs published by the world reputed research organisations
and Universities. He has been awarded the Ma’al Hijrah academic excellence award by USM, Malaysia.
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ABSTRACT

Reconciliation with the Quraysh and the treaty of peace at al-Hudaybiyah (Sulh
al-Hudaybiyah) is a very important event in the Islamic History. Its importance
is many folds. An attempt has been made here to explain its role and
significance with particular reference to the progress of Islam, the Message and
Mission of the Prophet (peace be on him). The objective of the Prophet-hood
and Mission of Muhammad (peace be on him), briefly speaking, was the
presentation, propagation, and progress of Islam and finally its prevalence in
Arabia in the first instance and ultimately in rest of the world, as described in
the Qur’an at three different places. Since Strah al-Fath is an original, direct,
contemporary, and authentic source with respect to the al-Hudaybiyah
expedition and its resultant Sulh with the Quraysh, it has been extensively
consulted and referred to throughout this study which necessarily places the
whole affair in its historical perspective.

* Dr Nisar Ahmad has been formerly, Professor of Islamic History, Department of History, University
of Karachi, Karachi. He has contributed sixty plus research papers in various academic journals. More
than a dozen books are on his credit, including the famous, Nagsh-i Sirar (Karachi: Idarah Nagsh-i
Tahrir, 1968). He has won several academic awards including six Presidential Sirah Awards on his Sirah
articles as well as on two of his books, Khutbah Hajjat al-Wada* (Lahore: Kitab Sara’e, 2005); ‘Ahd-i
Nabvi men Riyasat ka Nashy va Irtiga’ (Lahore: Bait al-Hikmat, 2007).
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ABSTRACT

This paper argues that Islam introduced far reaching merciful reforms to
warfare. The conduct of the Prophet (peace be on him) and in compliance with
his Sirah, the conduct of his successors do not allow the burning and drowning

of enemy to death. Destroying buildings, cutting down trees, committing
perfidy, breaching the trust of the enemy, the killing of women, children,
servants, old, infirm, sick, wounded, priests, peasants, prisoners of war and
envoys are strictly against the practices and teachings of the Prophet (peace be
on him) and his successors. The destruction of harvest, livestock and forests,
looting, plundering and corruption from the war booty, and indiscipline are
prohibited as well. Mutilation of bodies, Genocide and war crimes are gravely
abhorred and forbidden by the Prophet (peace be on him). Thus, the Prophet
(peace be on him), this paper shows, brought humanity and Merciful Reforms
to the conduct of war.

* The author is Associate Professor and Chairman, Department of Law at the Faculty of Shari‘ah and
Law, International Islamic University, Islamabad and Visiting Professor at the University College of
Islamabad. He holds a PhD in law and has published numarious research papers in various reseach
journals around the world on different aspects of Islamic law of war and peace. He wishes to thank
Ronald Ofteringer for commenting on an earlier draft of this article. He is also thankful to Muhammad
Mushtaq Ahmad for his comments which improved the work in many good ways. He is grateful to
Muhammad Zubair Abbassy, Salman Farooq, Nida Tareen, Kuwaja Muhammad, and Shamsul Haq for
their help.
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ABSTRACT

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) brought far reaching socio-political
reforms setting the highest ethical standards, like in all other individual and
collective affairs of life, in this sphere of human life as well. These reforms in
the socio-political sphere of life were so pervasive and prominent that its
knowledge gave rise to a special class of scholars right from among the
companions (sahabah) distinguished with the title of Ashab al-Maghazi wa ’I-
Siyar. Thus the tradition of Sirah writing from the socio-political angle, goes
back to the generation of the companions. One of the pioneering Sirah works
from the socio-political perspective, Maghazi Rasul Allah written by a successor
(tabi 7) and a close relative of the Prophet (peace be on him) is available in the
print form. The tradition of Sirah writing from the socio-political aspect,
besides general Sirah writing, in the modern period has been quite dynamic.
Quite a few scholars, among them, Prof. Muhammad Yasin Mazhar Sidiqui,
have authored numerous works on this aspect of Sirah from various angles. This
review article attempts to examine seven out of his works dealing with various
socio-political aspects of Sirah to highlight the contribution these works make in
the tradition of Sirah writing in terms of uniqueness of the subject-matter,
analytical style, objectivity, method and relevance to the challenges and needs
of the time as well as the academic soundness.

* Tauseef Ahmad Parray is pursuing PhD at the Department of Islamic Studies, Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh, India. He is active in the academia and has contributed various research papers and
book reviews in various academic Journals around the world.
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* Dr Najeeba Arif is Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu, Faculty of Languages and Literature,
International Islamic University, Islamabad. She has contributed numarious research papers in various
academic journals.
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